
LISTING OF CLAIMS 




1-18 (previously canceled) 

19. (amended) A method for prov i ding supply choin/workf l ovv/ sorv i ccs i n o 
contract monufacturing fromcvifork In a contract manufacturing framev\}jork, a method of 
providing -access to services comprising: 

providing a database including a request for proposal mechai^ism and a plurality of 
service provider data structures and a plurality of manufacturer Aata structures, wherein 
said request for proposal is a request for an economic transaction proposal , wherein each 
service provider data structure includes a description of service provided by a particular 
service provider, and wherein each manufacturer data structure includes a description of 
offerings of a particular manufacturer; 

identifying a particular data structure based on a refciuest for an economic transaction 
proposal from a user utilizing the request for proposal n^chanism, wherein the user may be 
a service provider or a manufacturer; and 

affording network-based project managemee^t services to the user based on the 
request for proposal and the identified data/ structure, wherein affording project 
management services includes managing assets yri a network-based supply chain, including 
optimizing use of service provider assets/and manufacturer assets and providing 
maintenance and service of service provider afssets and manufacturer assets. 



20. (previously added) A method as recited in claim 19, further including the 
step of tracking a status of manufactjdring processes performed by the identified service 
provider. 

21. (previously added)/ A method as recited in claim 19, further including the 
step of allowing the user to inquiry service engineers. 

22. (previously adxied) A method as recited in claim 19, further including the 
step of allowing the user tcr inquiry service chemists. 

23. (previously added) A method as recited in claim 19, wherein the database is 
accessed utilizing o n/twork the Internet , 



24. (capfceled) 



2 




25, (amended) A computer program embodied on a computer readable medium 
for providing supply chain/workflow services in a contract manufacturing framework 
comprising: / 

a code segment for providing a database including a request for proposal mechanism 
and a plurality of service provider data structures and a plurality /f manufacturer data 
structures, wherein said request for proposal is a request for ary economic transaction 
proposal , wherein each service provider data structure includes k description of service 
provided by a particular service provider, and wherein each manufacturer data structure 
includes a description of offerings of a particular manufacturer; / 

a code segment for Identifying a particular data structure based on a request for 
proposal from a user utilizing the request for proposal mechanfem, wherein the user may be 
a service provider or a manufacturer; and / 

a code segment for affording network-based projept management services to the 
user based on the request for proposal and the identified/data structure, wherein affording 
project management services includes managing assets/in a network-based supply chain, 
including optimizing use of service provider assets anci manufacturer assets and providing 
maintenance and service of service provider assets ana manufacturer assets. 

26-30. (canceled) / 

31. (previously added) A system for prov i ding supply cha i n/workf l ow serv i ces i n 
a contract manufactur i ng framework In a contract manufacturing framework, a method of 
providing access to services comprising : / 

logic for providing a database Incliiaing a request for proposal mechanism and a 
plurality of service provider data structuress and a plurality of manufacturer data structures, 
wherein said request for proposal is ar request for an economic transaction proposal , 
wherein each service provider data structure includes a description of service provided by a 
particular service provider, and wherein each manufacturer data structure includes a 
description of offerings of a particulamnanufacturer; 

logic for identifying a particular data structure based on a request for proposal from 
a user utilizing the request for proposal mechanism, wherein the user may be a service 
provider or a manufacturer; and / 

logic for affording netwoOK-based project management services to the user based on 
the request for proposal ana the identified data structure, wherein affording project 



management services includes managipg^ssets in a network-based supply chain, including 
optimizing use of service oji^o^er assets and manufacturer assets and providing 
maintenance and servicp^Jfservice provider assets and manufacturer assets. 

32-35.>(^nceled) 



37. (new) A method for providing a contract manufacturing fra|?nework comprising: 

(a) providing a database having information on a plurality ofy^rvice providers; 

(b) using said database to match a user to a service provider selected from among 
said plurality of service providers based on services provijl^d by the selected service 
provider; 

(b) providing supply chain/workflow services for ^rvices provided by the service 
providers; 

(c) allowing the user access to technical service/ concerning services provided by the 
service providers utilizing the database; and 

(d) providing transaction services to the/ user utilizing a request for economic 
transaction proposal mechanism and a nondiscloyijre agreement mechanism located on the 
database. 

38. (new) A method as recited in cladm 37, wherein the step of matching the user to 
a service provider includes querying tne database using request data from the user, 
identifying particular service provider information based on the request data, and sending 
the user the identified service provider information. 

39. (new) A method as felted in claim 37, wherein the step of providing supply 
chain/workflow services includesr identifying particular service provider information based on 
a request for proposal from the user utilizing the request for proposal mechanism, and 
affording project management services to the user based on the request for proposal and 
the identified service provicfer information. 

40. (new) A mefthod as recited in claim 37, wherein the step of allowing the user 
access to technical /services includes identifying particular service provider information 
based on a reques/ data from the user, wherein the particular service provider information 
includes informaaon concerning process design services, and sending the user data 
concerning proress design services utilizing the identified service provider information. 
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41. (new) A method as recited in clainn 37, wherein the stey of providing 
transaction services includes creating a request for an economic tranMction proposal 
utilizing the request for economic transaction proposal mechanism, receiving nondisclosure 
agreement data from the user, and cataloging the nondisclosure agreernent data utilizing a 
nondisclosure agreement mechanism. / 

42. (new) A method as recited in claim 37, whereii/ said plurality of service 
providers is a plurality of chemical contract manufacturing serviofe providers. 

43. (new) A computer readable medium having c/mputer code written therein 
capable of causing a general purpose computer to impiemen/ the method of claim 37. 

44. (new) In a contract manufacturing frameworj/, a method of providing access to 
services comprising: / 

(a) providing a database including a plurality/of service provider data structures, 
wherein each service provider data structure includ/s a description of a particular service 
provider; / 

(b) querying the database using request daca from a user; 

(c) identifying a particular service provider data structure from among said plurality 
of service provider data structures based on thef request data, wherein the particular service 
provider data structure includes information cancerning process design services; 

(d) sending the user information concerning process design services utilizing the 
identified service provider data structure. / 

45. (new) A method as recited \p claim 44, wherein the identified service provider 
data structure includes information concerning optimization services. 

46. (new) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein the identified services provider 
data structure includes information Concerning technical experts available for consultation. 

47. (new) A method as Decited In claim 44, wherein the technical experts available 
for consultation include engineering consultation services. 
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48. (new) A method as recited in claim ^M, wherein the database Is accessed 
utilizing the Internet. 

49. (new) A computer readabl^medium having computer code written therein 
capable of causing a general purpose /omputer to implement the method of claim 44. 



